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The Alliance for CME is a membership
organization that provides professional
development opportunities for CME
professionals, advocates for CME and
the profession, and strives to improve
health care outcomes.

April 7,2008

Bernard Lo, MD, Chair

Committee on Conflict of Interest in
Medical Research, Education and Practice
Institute of Medicine

500 Fifth Street, NW

Washington, DC 20001

Dear Dr. Lo,

The Alliance for Continuing Medical Education (Alliance) appreciates the
opportunity to provide input into the Institute of Medicine’s (IOM) study of conflict
of interest in medical research, education, and practice. The Alliance is an
international membership organization of more than 2,400 professionals devoted to
designing and implementing continuing medical education (CME) activities for
physicians. The Alliance provides professional development opportunities for
CME professionals, advocates for CME and the profession, and strives to improve
health care outcomes. Our comments herein are restricted to conflicts of interest as
they relate to continuing medical education.

The Alliance carefully reviewed the documents referenced in the IOM notification
dated January 25, 2008. This review highlighted the many perspectives that exist
today with regard to conflict of interest in medical research, education, and practice.
The Alliance considered these perspectives and subsequently prepared principles
that accurately reflect how we believe potential conflict situations should be
addressed in the continuing medical education arena.

The value of CME to physicians and ultimately to the public cannot be overstated.
CME helps ensure that physicians are able to provide high quality health care,
making decisions on the basis of the best available evidence. CME assists
physicians in remaining informed and competent with regard to their knowledge
and skills. Indeed, the value of CME is so well established that 45 states and 3
territories require CME for licensure, as do many medical specialty boards and
hospital credentialing committees.

It is important to note the fundamental difference between certified educational
activities and promotional activities. Certified educational activities are developed
and implemented in compliance with the Accreditation Council for Continuing
Medical Education (ACCME) Essentials, Standards, and Policies or accrediting
policies of the American Academy of Family Physicians and American Osteopathic
Association. Commercial interests may provide funding for these activities in the
form of an educational grant. In addition to the above mentioned policies,
relationships with commercial interests are also guided by the Department of Health
and Human Services - Office of the Inspector General (OIG), Food and Drug
Administration (FDA), American Medical Association (AMA), PhARMA, and
AdvaMed to help ensure independence and the integrity of the educational
activities. Promotional education refers to those activities developed or provided by
commercial interests that are designed to market health care products or services.






